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1. (Currently Amended) A time managing apparatus thai manages times clocked by 
a plurality of timer modules m target apparatuses connected to each other on a network, the time 

managing apparatus comprising: 

5 a presetting information receiving means for receiving, from outside, presetting 

information which contains as a pair, (i> event start time information that indicates an event start 
time at which one or more events should be started by [[one]] two or more target apparatuses on 
the network, and (ii) a module identifier that identifies, as an output source of a standard time, 
one of the plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses, and fiirther contains, for each 

10 event, [[one]] tea. or more apparatus identifiers efone for two or more target apparatuses among 
the target apparatuses on the network, that should execute the event; 

a holding means for holding the presetting information received by the presetting 

information receiving means; 

a time r equesting means for requesting a timer module, which is identified by the 
1 5 module identifier held by the holding means, to transmit a standard time; 

a time receiving means for receiving the standard time, from the timer module 
requested by the time requesting means, to transmit the standard time; 

a judging means forjudging whether the event start time is reached, by comparing 
the standard time received by die time receiving means with the event start time indicated by the 
20 event start time information held by the holding means; and 

an instructing means for, when the judging means judges that the event start time 
is reached, identifying the [[one]] two or more target apparatuses by one or more apparatus 
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identifiers held by the holding means and transmitting triggers to each of me (tone}] tsa or more 
target apparatuses to start executing the one or more events simultaneously. 

2-3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) The time managing apparatus of claim 1 , wherein 

5 the presetting information, received by the information receiving means and held 

by the holding means, further contains, for each event, event type information indicating an 
event type, and 

when the judging means judges that the event start time is reached, the instructing 
means transmits pieces of event type information which, held by the holding means, corresponds 
10 to the one or more events to each of the [[one]] iwja or more target apparatuses having apparatus 
identifiers corresponding to foe one or more events, so that foe Hone]) two. or more target 
apparatuses start executing foe one or more events simultaneously. 

5. (Previously Presented) The time managing apparatus of claim 1 further 
comprising' 

j 5 a module identifier storage means for storing module identifiers by correlating the 

module identifiers with at least one of event type mfonnatian and apparatus identifiers, the 
module identifiers being received by the information receiving means together with the 
presetting information, wherein 

if the information receiving means receives at least one of a piece of event type 

20 information and an apparatus identifier together with the presetting information, without 
receiving a module identifier, the information receiving means searches fee module identifier 
storage means for a module identifier that correlates with the received piece of event type 
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information and/or apparatus identifier, and if th© information receiving means finds such a 
module identifier, the information receiving means allows the found module identifier to be 
selected automatically. 

6. (Currently Amended) A. time managing apparatus filftt manages times clocked by 
5 a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses connected to each other on a network, the time 
managing apparatus comprising: 

a presetting information receiving means for receiving fiom outside (a) event start 
time information that indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started 
by [[one]] tm or more target apparatuses on the network, (b) [[one]] twg or more apparatus 
10 identifiers efose for two or more target apparatuses among the target apparatuses on the network 
that should execute the one or more events, and (c) a piece of management information that 
corresponds to the event start time and is used to 

a holding means for holding the event start time information, apparatus identifier, 
and piece of management infonnaticmt^ 
15 the time output requesting means for requesting the timer module corresponding 

to the piece of management information held by the holding means to output a standard time; 

a time receiving means for receiving the standard time from die timer module, 
requested by the time output requesting means, to output the standard time; 

a time managing means for managing the standard time, received by the time 
20 receiving means, by storing the standard time together with the piece of management information 
held by the holding means, in correspondence with the timer module; 
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a presetting information transmitting means for transmitting, the event start time 
information and the piece of management information held by the holding means, to each of the 
[[one]] two or more target apparatuses that are identified by the on e or more apparatus identifiers 

held by the holding means; 
5 astandaid time acquisition request receiving means for receiving a standard time 

acquisition request to ©other with a piece of management information from each of the [[aneJJ 

two or more target apparatuses; 

a standard time transmitting means for transmitting, to each of the target 

apparatuses, a standard time (hat is identified by the piece of management information attached 
10 to the standard time acquisition request received by the standard time acquisition request 

receiving means; 

judging mesns forjudging whether the event start time is reached; and 
an instructing means for, when the judging means judge the event start time is 
reached transmitting triggers to [[one]] or more target apparatus so that the [[one]] £ks 
15 more target ^paratus start executing the one or more events simultaneously. 

7, (Previously Presented) The time managing apparatus of claim 6, wherein 

the presetting information receiving means further receives event type 
information indicating an event type for each of the one or more events, 

the holding means further holds the event information received by the presetting 

20 information receiving means, and 

the presetting information transmitting means fhrther transmits the event type 

information held by the holding means. 



PAGE 7/27 * RCVD AT 8/2412006 7:54:43 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTOJEFXRF-6/27 * DNIS:2738300 * CS1D:714 427 7799 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-50 



714 427 7799 8/24/2006 4:54 PM PAGE 8/027 Fax Server 

Snell & Wilmer L.L.P. Orange County 



Patent 
42478-6700 

8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Previously Presented) The time managing apparatus of claim 7 further 
comprising: 

a management information storage means for storing the piece of management 
5 information received by the presetting information receiving means, by correlating the piece of 
management information with at least one of a piece of event type information and two or more 
apparatus identifiers, wherein 

if the presetting information receiving means receives at least one of a piece of 
event type information and an apparatus identifier, without receiving management information, 
10 the presetting information receiving means searches the management information storage means 
for a piece of management information that correlates with the received piece of event type 
information and/or apparatus identifier, and if the presetting information receiving means finds 
such a piece of management information, the presetting information receiving means allows die 
found piece of management information to be selected automatically. 

15 io. (Currently Amended) A time managing apparatus that manages times clocked by 

a plurality of timer modules in apparatuses connected to each other on a network, the time 
managing apparatus comprising; 

a presetting information receiving means for receiving from outside (a) event start 
time information that indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started 

20 by [[one]] Jeq or more target apparatuses among the target apparatuses on the network, (b) a 
module identifier that identifies, as an output source of a standard time, [[one]] t2£2 of the 
plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses, (c) event type information indicating an 
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event type for each of the one or more events, and (d) for each event, [Cone]] tsm or more 
apparatus identifiers e£e*e for two or mow target apparatuses among ths target apparatuses on 
the network thai should execute the one or more events ; 

a holding means for holding the event start time information, module identifier, 
5 event type mfoimation, and apparatus identifier received by the presetting information receiving 



10 



a timB output requesting means for requesting the timer module which is 
identified by the module identifier, held by the holding means, to output a standard time; 

a time receiving means for receiving the standard time from the timer module; 
a presetting information transmitting means for transmitting the event start time 
information, event type information, and standard time, hold by the holding means, to each of the 
[[one]] twu or more target apparatuses identified by the one or more apparatus identifiers held by 
the holding means; 

judging means forjudging whether the event start time is reached; and 
15 an instructing means for, when the judging means judge the event start time is 

reached transmitting triggers to [[one]] two or more target appwataa apparatuses so that die 
[[one]] £wq or more target apparatus start executing the one or more events simultaneously. 

11. (Previously Presented) The time managing apparatus of claim 10 further 



20 a module identifier storage means for storing the received module identifier by 

correlating the module identifier with at least one of a piece of event type information and two or 
more apparatus identifiers, wherein 
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if the presetting information receiving means receives at least one of a piece of 
event type information and an apparatus identifier, without receiving a module identifier, the 
presetting information receiving means searches the module identifier storage means for a 
module identifier that correlates with the received piece of event type information and/or 
5 apparatus identifier, and if the presetting information receiving means finds such a module 
identifier, the presetting information receiving means allows the found module identifier to be 
selected automatically. 

12. (Currently Amended) A time managing apparatus that manages times clocked by 
a plurality of timer modules in taiget apparatuses connected to each other on a network, the time 
1 0 manag in g apparatus comprising: 

a designation receiving means for receiving designation by a uwr .of a timer 
module among the plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses on the network, flie timer 
module being used as a standard timer module for synchronization; 

a time requesting means for requesting the designated timer module to output a 

15 standard time; 

a ti me receiving means for receiving the standard time from the requested timer 

module; 

a time transmitting means for transmitting the received standard time to the other 
timer modules among the plurality of timer modules, excluding the timer module that output the 
20 standard time, instructing the other timer modules to synchronize times thereof with the 
transmitted standard time; 

judging means forjudging whether en event start time is reached; and 
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an instructing means for, when the judging means judge the event start time is 
reached transmitting triggers to [[one)] two or mote target apparatus so that the [[one]] Jwo or 
more target apparatus start executing the one or more events simultaneously. 

13. (Currently Amended) A time managing apparatus that manages times clocked by 
5 a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses connected to each other on a network, the time 
managing apparatus comprising: 

a presetting information receiving means for receiving (a) event start time 
information (hat indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
two or more apparatuses on the network, (b) a piece of management information, and (o) event 
10 type information indicating an event type for each of the one or more events, from a target 
apparatus among the target apparatuses on the network that vicariously manages standard times 
clocked by the plurality of timer modules using different pieces of management information 
assigned to the plurality of timer modules; 

a holding means for holding the received event start time information, piece of 
1 5 management information, and event type information; 

a time acquisition request transmitting means for transmitting to (he target 
apparatus, which manages the standard times, a time acquisition request wife the received piece 
of management information attached thereto; 

a time receiving means for receiving from the target apparatus, which manages 
20 the standard times, a standard time identified by the transmitted piece of management 
information among the standard times managed by (he target apparatus; 
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a judging means for judging whether the event start time is reached by comparing 
the received standard time with the event start time indicated by the event start time information 

held by die holding means; and 

an executing means for starting to execute an event that is indicated by the event 
5 type information held by the holding means when die judging means judges that the event start 
time is reached by transmitting triggers to [{onejl two or more target apparatus so that die [toneH 
two or more target apparatus start executing die one or more events simultaneously. 

14. (Currently Amended) A time managing apparatus that manages times clocked by 
a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses connected to each other on a network, die time 
1 o managing apparatus comprising: 

a time clocking means for clocking a local time for the time managing apparatus 

itself; 

a presetting information receiving means for receiving (a) event start time 
information that indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
15 two or more target apparatuses on the network, (b) event type information indicating an event 
type for each of the one or more events, from a target apparatus among the target apparatuses on 
the network, die presetting information receiving means also continuously receiving a standard 
time from a time modulo among the plurality of timer modules in ti» target apparatuses; 

a time difference calculating means for calculating a time difference between the 
20 local time received from the time clocking means and the standard time received by the 
presetting information receiving means; 
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a holding means ffar holding the received event start time information and type 
information and the time difference time calculated by the difference calculating means*; 

a judging means for continuously judging whether the event start time is readied 
by continuously receiving the local time from the time clocking means, acquiring a corrected 
5 time by correcting the received local time using the time difference held by the holding means, 
and ccraiparing the acquired corrected time with the event start time indicated by the event start 
time information held by the holding means; and 

an executing means for starting to execute an event that is indicated by the event 
typ e information held by the holding means when the judging means judges that the event start 
10 time is reached by transmitting triggers to [ton®]] tSffi or more target apparatus so that the [[one]] 
two or more target apparatus start executing the one or mote events simultaneously. 

15, (Currently Amended) A time managing method for a time managing apparatus 
that manages times clocked by a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses connected to 
each other an a network, the time managing apparatus comprising 
15 a recording medium, 

the time managing method comprising; 

a presetting information receiving step for receiving, from die outside, presetting 
information which contains, as a pair, (i) event start time information ftal indicates an event start 
time at which one or more events shouM be started by [[one]] tgg or more target apparatuses on 
20 the network, and (ii) a module identifier that identifies, as an output source of a standard time, 
one of the plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses, and further contains, for each 
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event, [[one]] tatt or more apparatus identifiers e£*at for two or more target apparatuses among 
the target apparatuses on the network that should execute the event; 

a holding step for holding, in the recording medium, the presetting information 
received by the presetting information receiving step; 
5 a time requesting step for requesting a timer module, which is identified by flie 

module identifier held in the recording medium, to transmit a standard time; 

a time receiving step for receiving the standard time, from the timer module 
requested by the time requesting step, to transmit the standard time; 

a judging step for judging whether the event start time is reached, by comparing 
10 the received standard time with the event start time indicated by the event start time information 
held in the recording medium; and 

an instructing step responsive to the judging step judging that the event start time 
is reached for identifying the [[one]] fflfi or more target apparatuses by one or more apparatus 
identifiers held in the recoiding medium and transmitting triggers to each of the [[erne]] fcKG or 
15 more target apparatuses to start executing the one or more events simultaneously. 

16. (Currently Amended) A time managing method for a time managing apparatus 
that manages times clocked by a plurality of time- modules in target apparatuses connected to 
each other on a network, the time managing comprising a recording medium, tbe time managing 
method comprising: 

20 a presetting information receiving step for receiving from outside (a) event start 

time information that indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started 
by two or more target apparatuses among the target apparatuses on the network, (b) one or more 
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apparatus identifiers of [[one]] tSKfl or more target apparatuses among the taiget apparatuses on 
the network that should execute the one or more events and (c) a piece of management 
information that corresponds to the event start time and is used to manage a time clocked by a 
time module; 

5 a holding step for holding the event start time information, apparatus identifiers, 

and piece of management information received by flie presetting information receiving step; 

a time output requesting step for requesting the timer modulo corresponding to the 
piece of management information to output a standard time; 

a time receiving step for receiving the standard time from the timer module 
10 requested by the time output requesting step to output the standard time; 

a time managing step for managing the received standard time by storing the 
stored time together with (he piece of management information, in correspondence with the timer 
module; 

a presetting information transmitting step for transmitting the event start time 
15 information and the piece of management information to the [[one]] fiacfl or more target 
apparatuses that are identified by the one or more apparatus identifiers held in the recording 
medium; 

a standard time acquisition request receiving step for receiving a standard time 
acquisition request together with a piece of management information from each of the [[one]] 
20 two or more target apparatuses; 

a standard time transmitting step for transmitting to each of the target apparatuses 
a standard time that is identified by the piece of management information attached to the 
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standard time acquisition request received by the standard time acquisition request receiving 
step; 

a judging step forjudging when an event start time is reached; and 
an instructing step for when the judging step judge the event start time is reached 
5 transmitting triggers to one or more target apparatus so that die [[one]] two or more 
apparatus start executing the one or more events simultaneously. 

17. (Currently Amended) A time managing method for a time managing apparatus 
that manages times clocked fay a plurality of timer modules in apparatuses connected to each 
other on a network* die time manager apparatus including a recording medium, the time 

10 managing method comprising the steps: 

a presetting information receiving step for receiving from outside (a> event start 
time information that indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started 
by [[one]] tft& or more target apparatuses among the target apparatuses on the network, (b) a 
module identifier that identifies, as an output sources of a standard time, of a timer module 

15 among the plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses on die network, (c) event type 
information indicating an event type for each of the one or more events, and (d) one or more 
apparatus identifiers of [[one]] Ja22 or more target apparatuses among the target apparatuses on 
the network that should execute die one or more events; 

a holding step for holding, in die recording medium, the event start time 

20 information, module identifiers, event type information, and apparatus identifiers received by the 
presetting information receiving step; 
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a time output requesting step for requesting the timer module which is identified 
by the module identifier held in the recording medium to output a standard time; 

a time receiving step for receiving the standard time from the timer module 
requested by the time output requesting step to output the standard time; 
5 a presetting information transmitting step for transmitting the event start time 

information, event type information, and standard time, to each of the [Cone]] flf& or more target 
apparatuses identified by the one or mora apparatus identifiers held in the recording medium; 

a judging step forjudging whether the event start time is reached; and 

an instructing step for, when the judging step judges the event start time is 
10 reached transmitting triggers to [[one]] fiKfl or more target apparatus so that the [[one]] tSi OT 
more target apparatus start executing the one or more events simultaneously. 

18* (Currently Amended) A time managing method far a time m anag in g apparatus 
that manages times clocked by a plurality of timer modules in apparatuses connected to each 
other on a network* the time managing method comprising: 
15 a designation receiving step for receiving designation by a user of a timer module 

among the plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses on the network, the timer module 
being used as a standard timer module for synchronization; 

a time requesting step for requesting the designated timer module to output a 

standard time; 

20 a time receiving step for receiving the standard time from the requested timer 

module; 
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a time transmitting step for transmitting the received standard time to the other 
timer modules among the plurality of timer modules excluding the timer module that output the 
standard time, instructing the other timer modules to synchronize times thereof with the 
transmitted standard time; 
5 a judging means forjudging whether the event start time is readied; and 

an instructing step for, when the judging step judges Ate event start time is 
reached transmitting triggers to one or more target apparatus so that the [[one]] or more 
target apparatus start executing the one or more events simultaneously, 

19. (Currently Amended) A time managing method for a time managing apparatus 
10 that manages times clocked by a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses connected to 
each other on a network, 

the time managing apparatus comprising! 
a recording medium, and 
the time managing method comprising: 
15 a presetting information receiving step for receiving (a) event start time 

information tat indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
two or more target apparatuses on the network, (b) a piece of management information, and (c) 
event type information indicating an event type for each of the one or more events, from a target 
apparatus among the target apparatuses on the network that vicariously manages the standard 
20 times clocked by the plurality of timer modules using different pieces of management 
information assigned to the plurality of timer modules; 
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a holding step for holding, in the recording medium, the event start time 
information, piece of management information, and event type information received by the 
presetting information receiving step; 

a time acquisition request transmitting step for transmitting, to the target 
5 apparatus that manages the standard times, a time acquisition request with the received piece of 
management information attached thereto; 

a time receiving step for receiving from the apparatus, which manages the 
standard times, a standard time identified by the transmitted piece of management information; 

a judging step for j udging whether the event start time received in the time 
10 receiving step is reached by comparing the received standard time with the event start time 
indicated by the event start time information; and 

an executing step for starting to execute an event that is indicated by the event 
type information when the judging step judges that the event start time is reached by transmitting 
triggers to [[one]] fiKfl or more target apparatus so that the [[one]] Jwo or more target apparatus 
15 start executing the one or more events simultaneously. 

20. (Currently Amended) A time managing method for a time managing apparatus 
that manages times clocked by a plurality of timer modules in target apparatuses connected to 
each other on a network, the time managing apparatus including a recording medium and 

a tune clocking means for clocking a local time for the time managing apparatus 

20 itself, 

the time managing method comprising: 
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a presetting information receiving step for receiving (a) event start time 
Information that indicates an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
two or more target apparatuses on the network, (b) event type information indicating an event 
type for each of the one or more events, from a target apparatus among the target apparatuses on 
5 the network, the presetting information receiving step also continuously receiving a standard 
time from a time module among the plurality of timer modules in the target apparatuses on the 
network; 

a time difference calculating step for calculating a time difference between the 
local time received from the time clocking means and the standard time received by the 
10 presetting information receiving step; 

a holding step for holding hi the receiving medium, the event start time 
information and type information received in the presetting information receiving step and the 
time difference calculated by the difference calculating step; 

a Judging step for continuously judging whether the event start time is reached by 
15 receiv ing the local time from the time clocking step, acquiring a corrected time by connecting the 
received local time using (he time difference held in the recording medium, and comparing the 
acquired corrected time with the event start time indicated by the event start time information; 
and 

an executing step for starting to execute an event that is indicated by the event 
20 type information held in the recording medium when the judging step judges that the event start 
time is reached by transmitting triggers to [[one]] two or more target apparatus so that the [[one]] 
fivo or more target apparatus start executing the one or more events simultaneously. 
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21-26. (Cancelled) 

27. (Previously Presented) An apparatus comprising a machine readable medium 
containing instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to perform 
operations comprising: 

5 receiving presetting information, which contains, as a pair, (i) event start time 

information that indicates an event start time at which one or mote events should be started by 
two or more apparatuses on the network and (n) a module identifier of the timer module and for 
each event, an apparatus identifier of an apparatus that should execute the event, from outside; 
holding the presetting information received; 
10 requesting a timer module, which is identified by the module identifier being held 

to transmit a standard time; 

receiving the standard time from the timer module requested to transmit the 

standard time; 

judging whether the event start time is reached, by comparing the standard time 
1 5 received with the event start time indicated by the event start time information; and 

responsive to the judging step judging that the event start time is readied, 
identifying the two or more apparatuses by apparatus identifiers being held and transmitting 
triggers to the two or more apparatuses to start executing die one or more events simultaneously. 

28. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising a machine readable medium 
20 containing instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to perform 

operations comprising: 
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receiving from outside (a) event start time information that indicates an event Stan 
time at which one or more events should be started by two or more apparatuses on the network, 
(b) apparatus identifiers of apparatuses that should execute the one or more events, and (c) a 
piece of management information that corresponds to the event start time and is used to manage 
5 a time clocked by a timer module; 

holding the event start time information, apparatus identifiers, and piece of 
management information received; 

requesting the timer module corresponding to the piece of management 

information being held; 

10 receiving the standard time from the timer module requested to output the 

standard time; 

managing the standard time received by storing die standard time together with 
the piece of management information being held, in correspondence with the timer module; 

transmitting Hie event start time information and the piece of management 
15 information being held to the apparatuses that are identified by the apparatus identifiers being 
held; 

receiving a standard time acquisition request together with a piece of management 
information from each of the apparatuses; 

transmitting, to each of the apparatuses a standard time that is identified by the 
20 piece of management information attached to the standard time acquisition request; 
judging whether the event start time is reached; and 
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Instructing, when the event start time is reached, a transmission of triggers [{one]] 
jo two or more target apparatus so thai the [[erne]] twg or more target apparatus start executing 
the one or more events simultaneously. 

29. (Previously Presented) An apparatus comprising a machine readable medium 
5 containing instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to perioral 
operations comprising: 

receiving from outside (a) event start time information that indicates an event start 
time at which one or more events should be started by two or more apparatuses on the network, 
(b) a module identifier of a timer module, (c) event type information indicating an event type fbr 
10 each of the one or more events, and (d) apparatus identifiers of apparatuses that should execute 
the one or more events; 

3 holding the event start time information, module identifier, event type 

information, and apparatus identifiers received; 

requesting die timer module, which is identified by the module identifier being 
IS held to output a standard time; 

receiving the standard time from the timer module; 

transmitting the event start time information, event type information, and standard 
time being held to the apparatuses identified by the apparatus identifiers being held; 

judging whether the event start time is reached; and 
20 an instructing, when event start time is reached, transmitting triggers to two or 

more target apparatus so (hat the two or more target apparatus start executing the two or more 
events simultaneously. 
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30. (Previously Presented) An apparatus comprising a machine readable medium 
containing instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to perform 
operations comprising." 

receiving designation by a user of a timer module among a plurality of timer 
5 modules* of the timer module to be used as a standard timer module for synchronization to 
enable a determination of an event start time at which one or more events should be started by 
two or more target apparatuses on a network; 

requesting the designated timer module to output a standard tune; 

receiving the standard time from the requested timer module; 
10 tra nsmitt ing the received standard time to the other timer modules among the 

plurality of timer modules excluding the timer module that output the standard time, and 
instructing the other timer modules to synchronize times thereof with the transmitted standard 
time; 

judging whether the event start time is reached; and 
15 instructing, when the judging step judges the event start time is reached, a 

transmission of trigger instructions to two or more target apparatus so that the two or more target 
apparatus start executing the two or more events simultaneously. 

31. (Previously Presented) An apparatus comprising a machine readable medium 
containing instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to perform 

20 operations comprising; 

receiving (a) event start time information that indicates an event start time at 
which one or more events should be started by two or more apparatuses on the network, (b) a 
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piece of management information, and (c) event type information indicating an evejot type for 
each of the one or more events, from an apparatus that vicariously managed the times clocked by 
the plurality of timer modules using different pieces of management information assigned to the 
plurality of timer modules; 
5 holding the received event start time information, piece of management 

information, and event type information; 

transmitting a time acquisition request with the received piece of management 
information attached thereto; 

receiving a standard time identified by the transmitted piece of management 

10 information; 

judging whether the event start time is reached by comparing the received 
standard time with the event start time indicated by the event start time information being held; 
and 

starting to execute an event that is indicated by the event type information being 
15 • held when the judging means judges that the event start time is reached by transmitting triggers 
so that the two or more target apparatus that are to execute the event start executing the events 
simultaneously. 

3Z (Previously Presented) An apparatus comprising a machine readable medium 
containing instructions which, when executed by a machine, cause the machine to perform 
20 operations comprising: 

clocking a local time for the time managing apparatus; 
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receiving (a) event start time infonnatkm that indicates an event start time at 
which one or more events should be started by two or more apparatuses on the network, (b) event 
type information indicating an event type for each of the one or more events, from an apparatus 
on die network, the presetting information receiving means also continuously receiving a 
5 standard time flom a time module; 

calcul ating a time difference between the local time and the standard time; 

holding the received event start time information and event type information and 
the calculated time difference time; 

continuously judging whether the event start time is reached by continuously 
10 receiving the local time, acquiring a corrected time by correcting the received local time using 
the time difference being held, and comparing the acquired corrected time with the event start 
time indicated by the event start time information being held; and starting to execute an event 
that is indicated by the event type information being held when it has been judged that the event 
start time is reached; and 

15 starting to execute an event that is indicated by the event type information being 

held when the judging determines the event start time is reached by transmitting triggers so that 
the two or more apparatus that are to execute the event start executing tire events simultaneously. 
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